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Free-Response Section 
Scoring Guidelines

Question 1: Concept Application	 3 points

Learning Objective: CON-2.B

(A) Describe the function being carried out by the Federal Communications 
Commission (FCC) in the scenario.

Acceptable description: 
•	The FCC is carrying out its rulemaking function in regulating the net neutrality 

rule.

1 point
1.D

(B) In the context of the scenario, explain how an interest group can affect the 
process described in part A.

Acceptable explanations include:  
•	Interest groups can organize people to comment on the proposed rule.
•	Interest groups can create an advertisement campaign to influence public 

opinion about the proposed change in the net neutrality rule.

1 point
1.E

(C) In December of 2017, the FCC created the rule ending net neutrality. Explain 
how Congress could respond to this decision if it opposes the new rule.

Acceptable explanations include: 
•	Congress can call on members of the FCC to testify before a committee to 

discuss the reasons for the proposed rule.
•	Congress can pass a law that would override the rule made by the FCC.
•	Congress can use the Congressional Review Act to overturn the rule.

1 point
1.E

Total for question 1 3 points
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Question 2: Quantitative Analysis 	 4 points

Learning Objectives: PMI-4.A
 
PMI-5.C

(A) Identify the issue that the greatest percentage of Democrats believe should be 
a top priority in 2019.

•	Health care

1 point
3.A

(B) Describe a difference between Democrats and Republicans on which issues 
they believe should be a top priority.

Acceptable descriptions include:   
•	Democrats tend to focus on social welfare policies whereas Republican 

prioritize national security and defense.
•	Democrats prioritize environmental/climate change issues, whereas 

Republicans concern themselves with public safety issues.
•	Democrats are concerned about race relations whereas Republicans are 

concerned about immigration.

1 point
3.B

(C) Draw a conclusion about why the parties differ on the issues shown on the 
chart.

Acceptable conclusions include: 
•	The Democratic Party base tends to include people who need or want 

the government to be more involved in addressing social issues than the 
Republican Party base.

•	The Republican Party base tends to want the government to be less 
involved in social issues and more focused on increasing American power 
internationally and on economic growth.

•	Democrats adhere to a liberal ideological perspective whereas the 
Republicans adhere to a conservative ideological perspective.

1 point
3.C

(D) Explain how the information in the chart could be used by candidates running 
for office.

Acceptable explanations include: 
•	Candidates running for office should emphasize their support for issues that 

are supported broadly by all, such as social security when running in general 
elections.

•	Republican candidates can highlight issues such as terrorism to mobilize their 
base supporters.

•	Democratic candidates can emphasize climate change to mobilize their base 
supporters.

1 point
3.D

Total for question 2 4 points
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Question 3: SCOTUS Comparison  	 4 points

Learning Objectives: PMI-3.A
 
PMI-3.A

 
PMI-3.A

(A) Identify the clause of the Fourteenth Amendment that is common to both 
Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka (1954) and San Antonio Independent 
School District v. Rodriguez (1973). 

Acceptable explanations include the following:  
•	Equal protection

1 point
2.C

(B) Explain how the difference in facts led to a different decision in both Brown v. 
Board of Education of Topeka and San Antonio Independent School District v. 
Rodriguez.

One point for describing relevant information  
•	Brown was a case that involved segregation in a public school district.

2 points
2.A

One point for correctly explaining how the facts of both cases led to a 
different holding
•	In Brown, the school district intentionally created segregated schools under 

the “separate but equal” principle established in a previous case. The 
Court ruled that this violated the equal protection clause of the Fourteenth 
Amendment. By contrast, the Rodriguez case was about state funding 
for schools, which happened to produce unequal schools. Since it wasn’t 
“purposeful discrimination”, such as in the Brown case facts, the Court ruled 
that it was not a violation of students’ constitutional rights.

1 point
2.C

(C) Explain how the outcome in San Antonio Independent School District v. 
Rodriguez demonstrates how public policy regarding equality of opportunity is 
affected by federalism in the United States.

Acceptable explanations include the following: 
•	The case shows that states are given considerable power to make public 

policy regarding equality of opportunity.
•	The case shows that states make important decisions about issues such as 

education funding, which affects equality of opportunity, but these decisions 
can be reviewed by the federal courts to see if they are constitutional. 

1 point
1.E

Total for question 3 4 points
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